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12th April 2013

Dear Member

ANNUAL FAMILY DAY AT THE P. SARA OVAL (TAMIL UNION) ON 
SUNDAY 19TH MAY 2013 AT 9.30. A.M.

This year the Gala Carnival of the year is back. Once again the society will be 
giving its members a fun filled and eventful time at the P. Sara Oval, Serpentine 
Road, Colombo 08 on 19th May 2013 The day will start with a T20 match with 
the staff of High Commission of India at 10.00 a. m. and continued till 12.00 
noon. Piramal cup donate by Piramal Glass PLC will be given to the winner.

There will be prizes galore for all.

It is intended to have a variety of games for children, ladies and gents, For 
children we are organized whole lot of events including bouncy castle, face 
painting, magic show, pony rides, lucky dip. They will also get various gifts 
from our sponsors.

THERE WILL NOT BE TICKETS OR ENTRANCE FEES. IT WILL BE 
FREE OF CHARGE. All games and amusements will be free of charge and the 
only item, for which payment will have to be made, is for food which includes 
lunch.

A sumptuous lunch has been organized at a very reasonable price of Rs. 500/- 
per person for members and their guests. Please confirm your lunch with the 
undersigned on or before 10th May 2013 along with your payment. Please use 
the enclosed slip to register and reserve your lunch.

We have no doubt that most of you all will attend this event and make it a 
success.

Thanking you and with best wishes.

T. S. Prakash	 Sampath Seresinhe
Project Chairman	 Secretary
0777 78 0965/075 9 780965
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9
th

 January 2013 

 

Dear Member, 

 

DINNER TO CELEBRATE INDIA’S REPUBLIC DAY 
 

The Dinner to celebrate India’s Republic Day will be held on Saturday, 9
th

 February 2013 

commencing at 6.45 p.m. 
 

Venue: Taj Hotel, Colombo 

Time: 6.45 p.m. 

Rate: Rs. 5,500/- per person (Cocktails and Dinner) 

Dress: National/Lounge 

 

The Chief Guest will be His Excellency Ashok K. Kantha, High Commissioner for India 

in Sri Lanka. 

 

The Guest of Honour will be Padma Bhushan Shri Shekhar Gupta Editor-in-chief of The 

Indian Express of India. He will deliver the Guest Lecture.  

 

We take pleasure in requesting you to participate at this function with your invitees. 

 

You are welcome to bring your own liquor.  Corkage will not be charged. 

 

Please send us your confirmation together with your Cheque or Cash with the enclosed tear-

off slip. 

 

The last date to receive your confirmation is 3
rd

 February 2013. Please confirm EARLY to 

avoid disappointment. [We are compelled to limit the number of participants due to 

constraints in the seating availability in the Taj Ball Room.] 

 

 


Hony. Secretary 
 
 

 

 

Shri Gupta has received assorted awards: the 1985 Inlaks award for young journalist of the 

year, G K Reddy Award for Journalism, the Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed Memorial Award for National 

Integration.  

 Under his leadership, The Indian Express has won the Vienna-based International Press 

Institute’s Award for Outstanding Journalism in the Public Interest thrice- the first time for its 

coverage of the Gujarat riots of 2002, the second time for uncovering the Bihar flood relief scam 

in 2005 and the third time for its sustained investigation into the Malegaon and Modasa blasts of 

2008 and the alleged role of Hindu extremists and organisations.  

Padma Bhushan Shekhar Gupta is the editor-in-chief of The Indian 

Express. Shri Gupta has a weekly column called National Interest. It covers a 

range of issues and is the subject of his forthcoming book. He also hosts an 

interview-based programme Walk the Talk on NDTV 24x7. He was awarded 

the Padma Bhushan by the Govt., of India for the year 2009 for his 

contribution to the field of journalism. He was once a Director of ICES 

(International Centre for Ethnics Studies). He also (as a senior journalist) 

covered Sri Lanka for India Today in eighties and nineties. 
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Excellency Shri Ashok K Kantha, President, the 
Executive Committee and Members of the Sri Lanka 
– India Society, distinguished invitees.

We meet this evening to commemorate the Republic 
Day of India, marked in India some weeks ago with the 
pageantry that is associated with such events. I thank 
Mr. Neelakandan, the President and members of the 
Executive Committee of the Society for inviting me 
to this event in Colombo. I have a link to your Society 
through my father, who was, in his lifetime an active 
member and President of what was then known as 
the “Indo-Ceylon friendship Society”. I recall the 
many times that I as a young girl visited India House 
for the annual evening reception hosted by the High 
Commissioner, on India’s Republic Day. This was all 
the more exciting because the beautiful gardens 
of India House, which acquired a magical quality 
on those evenings, was a kind of extended garden 
for our home which overlooked India House. Many 
moons later, as Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Colombo I became a neighbour on the other side, as 
an occupant of College House. I had the privilege of 
inviting High Commissioner Gopal Krishna Gandhi to 
the University’s annual convocation, as Chief Guest, 
and India’s former Chief Justice Verma to preside 
at our Millennium Academic Sessions. My husband 
and I have enjoyed the hospitality of His Excellency 
Shri Kantha and Shrimathi Kantha. I continue to 
marvel at the beauty of the buildings and grounds 
of India House. Fortunately, they will continue to be 
part of our landscape, and will not disappear in a 
Colombo City beautification project that has seen 
the decapitation of some of those majestic sentinels 
– the beautiful trees on the roads surrounding India 
House.

I belong to the generation of “midnights children” 
who witnessed the exciting dawn of independence 
in India and our own country, Sri Lanka. One of 
my most vivid memories was accompanying my 
parents and siblings to the Galle Face Green, where 

a multi ethnic, multi 
religious sea of people 
publicly grieved over 
the assassination of 
Mahathma Gandhi. 
To my generation 
blessed with the gift 
of a bilingual rather 
than monolingual 
education,  connectivity 
to thought, ideas and 
events across our 
borders, and particularly with our closest neighbour 
India was natural rather than threatening. We had 
read “Glimpses of World History” by Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Nayanatara Sagals “Prison and Chocolate Cake”. 
We could identify the struggle for independence 
from colonial rule as our common destiny.  Our 
history books in secondary school wrote with an 
imperial colonial bias of the massacre of English 
soldiers in a “Black Hole in Calcutta”. But we were 
exposed to an educational environment of critical 
thought, and could perceive that this was violence 
spawned by abuse of State power. So our generation 
appreciated and valued our links to India.

As Mahathma Gandhi is reported to have said “India 
and Sri Lanka cannot afford not to be friends.” 
Perhaps now, more than at any other time in our 
long histories, knowledge and correct information 
is the key to undermine insularity and mistrust, 
building bridges of understanding between peoples, 
to create a conflict free environment. The State as 
well as civil society has been empowered by a new 
information revolution to reach the hearts and minds 
of our peoples to create a positive understanding of 
our connectivity and common interest as the largest, 
and one of the smallest countries of the South Asian 
region.

It is a historical fact that ideas have flowed across 
borders for centuries even without computers 

“Celebrating a shared history, 
and values and addressing common challenges”

 
Professor Savitri Goonesekere

at the dinner to commemorate the Indian Republic Day 
Taj Samudra Hotel – 8 March, 2013
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information technology websites and social media. 
The positive dimensions of our connectivity to 
India have been as powerful an influence on our 
island, as those dark periods of violence, war and 
hostility. When pseudo nationalism often based on 
misinformation and lack of awareness reduces our 
capacity for objectivity, we fail to appreciate and value 
the need for building on the positive dimensions of 
our collective experience. We only dwell on the dark 
periods of our collective history, with no serious 
effort to understand and address their causes, and 
prevent replication of such experiences. This evening 
is perhaps an appropriate occasion to reflect on the 
need to celebrate the positive dimensions of our 
shared history and values, even as we recognize 
some of the common challenges both our countries 
face in achieving progress and development. Our 
countries have never closed our doors to outside 
influences. It is important to recognize that we have 
a long tradition of connectivity across borders, that 
this has had both positive and negative impacts, and 
strengthen and build upon the positive experiences. 
As Professor Pratap Bhanu Mehta, President of the 
Centre For Policy Research in New Delhi, remarked 
in a recent lecture in Colombo on the occasion 
of the 25th death anniversary of the late Vijaya 
Kumaranatunga, linking with the outside world must 
not be perceived as a threat but an opportunity.

Professor Mehta in the same lecture drew attention 
to an important aspect of life in South Asian countries, 
where people experience what he described as 
“the tyranny of a single identity”. Though we are a 
region of rich diversity with an extraordinary blend 
of multiple cultures, traditions, and influences, 
we continue to perceive our destinies in terms of 
a single nationality, ethnicity, religious, caste or 
regional group.  Scholars like Amartya Sen too have 
referred to the reality of our multiple identities as 
human beings. We are not merely part of a single 
group, but connect across groups because of our 
interests, particularly in intellectual ideas, and 
thoughts, science and technology, music literature 
or the arts. It is this sense of multiple identity that 
undermines “the tyranny of a single identity”, giving 
us the capacity to respect and tolerate difference and 
diversity as “the other”, even as we value our own 
distinctiveness as persons who belong to different 
nations, religions, or ethnicities.

One of the greatest opportunities of the 
contemporary phenomenon of globalization and the 
information revolution is the potential for building 
an environment   where “the market place of ideas” 
breaks down the insularity that comes when we are 
obsessed with single identities. It seems critically 
important to develop our multiple identities if we 
are to live in conflict free societies. 

We sometimes speak today of “globalization” as 
a new and unlearned experience. And yet from 
antiquity both our countries have benefited from a 
sharing and cross fertilization of intellectual thought 
and ideas, scholarship and skills. Sri Lankan school 
children, exposed invariably to a monolingual 
education learn of places like Baranas  Nuwara 
and Kapilavastu, in text books on Buddhism. They 
are not taught to understand that the spread of 
Buddhism to Sri Lanka in the time of the Emperor 
Asoka was part of a long process of peaceful cross 
border interaction and the exchange of intellectual 
discourse and ideas, between our two countries. 
Visiting Nagarjuna Konda in India we Sri Lankans 
come across the “Sinhala Kuti” where the scholar 
Buddhagosa resided during the time he traveled 
between India and Sri Lanka. The celebrated text, 
the “Milanda Prasna” is thought to be a discussion 
between the Bhikku Nagasena and Meander. Some 
facets of today’s globalization experience were surely 
replicated in the Silk Route, and in other times and 
centuries.

A sense of national identity in a post-colonial era has 
encouraged us in Sri Lanka to reject selectively rather 
than objectively what we see as influences from 
across our borders. Yet the influence of Indian ideas, 
skills and craftsmanship in the art and architecture 
of Sri Lanka fostered creativity, and helped us 
synthesise as well as refine and develop an art 
and architecture that is recognizable as Sri Lankan. 
Ananda Coomaraswamy’s book on Madaeval  Sinhala 
Art is a tribute to the genius and creativity that comes 
with access to diverse source of artistic tradition  and 
techniques. On a recent visit to Jaipur I was struck by 
the similarity of the Meenakari tradition of setting 
uncut precious stones on gold leaf that is so similar 
to the craftsmanship in beautiful pieces of Kandyan 
jewellery that are gaining increasing popularity as 
the “traditional” ornaments of Sri Lankan brides. 
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Though Indian scholarship literature and the arts 
have been a rich and varied resource for artistic and 
intellectual creativity in our country throughout the 
centuries, the politics of single identities prevents a 
true appreciations of the value of this connectivity. 
Creating a deeper understanding of the wealth of 
positive experience through associations such as 
yours and especially in schools  and universities 
where monolingualism and  insularity go together 
is a challenge. Yet this challenge must be addressed 
if we are to undermine the impact of ideologies 
that do not value peaceful relations between our 
countries.

It is also important to recognize that our shared 
historical tradition is reflected in the basic values 
of our laws and Constitutions. Even prior to the 
adoption of post independence Constitutions in Sri 
Lanka, both our countries had benefited by absorbing 
norms on participatory and accountable governance, 
derived from our British Colonial heritage. These 
values too are sometimes challenged today on the 
argument that they are “Eurocentric” and “Western” 
values. And yet, the public law of England that was 
integrated into the legal system of our countries was 
created through a human struggle of the people to 
address and contain the abuse of political power 
by the institutions of the State.  It is because these 
values have an abiding relevance in restraining abuse 
of power that they continue to be an important and 
useful part of our common legal heritage. This is also 
why these values were embedded and developed 
in the independence Constitution of India, and the 
current 1978 Constitution of Sri Lanka.

Our region of South Asia has sometimes witnessed 
political changes that have rejected a core value of 
democratic governance – the people’s right to choose 
their leaders in free and fair elections. And yet, Sri 
Lanka and India are two countries that have remained 
in general faithful to the concept of political change 
through a system of citizen franchise and electoral 
representation in the institutions of governance. The 
concept of military rule rather than civilian rule has 
been rejected even when both our countries have 
experienced dark periods of Emergency governance 
that undermined the civil liberties of the people. 
This is a very important and meaningful dimension 
of our political heritage that both our countries must 
cherish, even as we critique some of the distortions 

that have taken place in elected representation 
due   to a contemporary culture of violence, 
corruption, and the irresponsible exercise of power 
by parliamentary majorities.  Using the military in 
non-traditional roles to facilitate development, 
particularly after the destruction of armed conflict 
or natural disaster has not, and must not be ever 
recognized in either of our countries as a basis for 
replacing civilian administration and governance. 
This is a core dimension of our parliamentary and 
democratic norms of governance that reflect our 
shared political heritage.

The public law norms of civil and political rights 
integrated into the chapters on fundamental rights in 
our post independence Constitutions also represents 
another important aspect of that common heritage. 
The 1972 Constitution of Sri Lanka followed the usual 
practice in East Asian Countries and set down civil 
liberties as non enforceable and merely aspirational 
standards for State accountability in governance. 
However the post Independence Constitution of 
India pioneered for South Asia the concept that 
civil liberties to be meaningful, must be enforced in 
the courts, and provides the citizen with remedies 
for violations of these fundamental rights. This is a 
concept that has also been integrated in the 1978 
Constitution of Sri Lanka. The draft Constitution 2000 
of Sri Lanka which was unfortunately not adopted, 
has a chapter on fundamental right that seeks to 
overcome the limitations of the 1978 Constitution, 
expanding the power of judicial review of  State 
action, and linking to Constitutional developments in 
India. Jurisprudence on fundamental rights in India, 
especially from the Justice Bhagavati Court has been 
absorbed into the best jurisprudence of Sri Lanka, 
and developed by distinguished Sri Lankan judges 
like the late Justices Mark Fernando and Ranjith 
Amarasinghe. The Bangalore Principles in particular, 
developed through Commonwealth Judicial 
Colloquia during the time of justice Bhagavatis’ Court, 
offer insights into the integration of international 
treaty law into domestic law and jurisprudence so 
as to strengthen a State’s accountability for people 
centered governance. These linkages in public law 
and jurisprudence between our two countries are 
important in a new era of globalization when it is 
becoming more important to understand the role of 
both State and Non State actors.  There is a critical 
need to ensure that the core democratic values are 
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strengthened rather than undermined by market 
economic pressures. The exposure of Sri Lankan legal 
academies and professionals to Indian law, either 
through scholarship or professional links, and access 
to Indian legal literature has meant that Indian cases 
are cited in Sri Lankan Courts. However unfortunately 
the reverse is not visible and we cannot claim that 
our jurisprudence has traveled across our borders to 
India or other countries of our region.

The approach to the role of the judiciary and the 
public service reflect a similar value system in 
both our countries. The recent impeachment crisis 
highlighted that the Indian legislature has acted 
upon its responsibility to foster and support the 

independence of the judiciary, by enacting a special 
law which recognizes that the security of tenure of 
a judges of the Supreme Court must be guaranteed. 
Removal has to be based on strict adherence to 
defined procedures that also conform to recognized   
principles of natural justice. This Indian legislation in 
fact inspired proposals in Sri Lanka’s draft Constitution 
of 2000 that was not adopted. A former Sri Lankan 
Prime Minister who was the head of government in 
an earlier era is quoted as having said “who wants a 
politicized public service? They are the people who 
lead us up the garden path”. The wisdom of this 
approach has contributed to the professionalism of 
the Indian public and Foreign Service. This experience 
provides governments and citizens of our country 

Mahathma Gandhi Memorial

Essay Competition
conducted by

Sri Lanka-India Society

The Sri Lanka-India Society conducted the Mahathma Gandhi Memorial Essay Competition amongst the 
students of G.C.E. (A/L) and O/L classes in any schools of Sri Lanka as a part of its programme to promote 
social and cultural relationship between Sri Lanka and India.

The best essay is being awarded a cash prize of Rs. 15,000.00 and a Medal and a certificate.  Second and 
Third prizes of Rs. 5,000.00 and Rs. 2,500.00 respectively will be awarded with medals and certificates.  
The schools/colleges of those winners will be presented with collections of books for the respective 
school/college libraries.

The Sri Lanka India Society has reserved the copyright in the prize-winning articles.  The same cannot be 
published in any newspaper or journal without the Society’s prior written consent.

The following has been as the winners and the prizes will be at the Annual Family Day on 5th May 
2013:-

1st Prize	 -	 Ms. Navindi Fernandopulle of Colombo International School

2nd Prize	 -	 Ms. Visaka Udurawane of St. Thomas College, Mount-Lavinia.

3rd Prizes	 -	 given to the following three students:- 

Ms. Hussain Hsahoora Begam1.	  of MT/PakkiyamNational College, Matale

Ms. Emaajine Selvarajah2.	  of Jaffna College, Jaffna

Ms. I. Lajithashini3.	  of MT/Pakkiyam National College, Matale
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with an insight into the importance of not rejecting 
abiding values of accountable governance in the 
name of efficiency and fast forwarding economic 
development.

The positive lessons of our shared history values 
intellectual thought and ideas on governance must 
help us in achieving an important balance between 
human development and economic growth, as we 
shape our future destinies in South Asia. India has 
achieved extremely high levels of economic growth 
and is predicted to be a powerhouse of economic 
success when the epicenter shifts from Europe and 
North America to Asia in the coming decades.  Sri 
Lanka is giving priority to reaching a similar goal, 
as the Asian region’s “small miracle” of economic 
growth. Yet it is Sri Lanka’s visionary focus on human 
development in the post independence decades 
that has helped it to achieve higher social indicators 
for its people than India. The founding fathers of 
India, following Anglo American experience did not 
place socio economic rights to health and education 
as justiciable human rights that could be enforced 
through Court procedures. It is activist Indian judges 
who reinterpreted the negative fundamental rights 
not to be deprived of life as a positive right to live in 
dignity with access to basic socio economic needs 
like health and education. As the gap between the 
rich and the poor grows in India, with an increasingly 
small population of “ chropathis “ the government is 
being challenged to allocate necessary resources to 
address poverty and  jobless growth, and realize the 
socio economic rights of the people. The recognition 
of these challenges and serious efforts to address 
them must inspire our own government to retain 
our country’s commitment to allocate adequate 
budgetary resource for social and economic rights.  
These must continue to be recognized on the basis 
that all people must share national resources.

Today the 8th of March is a day celebrated throughout 
the world as International Women’s Day. Both our 
countries have had successes and failures in realizing 
the Constitutional promise of equality for women, 
who constitute 51% of our population. Sri Lanka 
has achieved more impressive social indicators on 
women’s health and education, eroding values on  
son preference that continue to hamper women and 
girls access to equal life chances in India. Yet India 

has achieved more in terms of grassroots women’s 
access to political participation in local bodies. Sri 
Lanka with it high social indicators, has a higher rate 
of female employment even among the educated. It 
has the poorest statistics in South Asia on women’s 
representation in all legislative bodies. Yet both our 
legislature and judiciary have rejected the concept 
of a quota for women, even at the lowest level of 
local government. 

We in South Asia have not yet overcome the tyranny 
of inequality based not just on income disparity 
but gender, religious, ethnic, and caste identity. 
The current phenomenon of globalization and new 
information technologies have also created new 
potential to disseminate false information, and false 
consciousness of a single identity, whether as men 
and women, or members of ethnic religious and 
caste groups. Information technology, social media 
and websites are being used to transmit values on 
a single identity, male dominance and sexuality 
that conflict with other messages in our society 
on equality and zero tolerance for violence against 
women. Unless governments and communities 
use these new technology and opportunities to 
internalize values of respect for diversity and equality, 
economic growth will only create modern cities that 
must inevitably crumble in the face of conflict and 
institutionalized disadvantage Connectivity between 
our countries and between regions has been part of 
our history from antiquity. The positive dimensions 
of that continuity have been usually reflected in 
cross borders exchange of ideas, music art literature 
and technology. The Contemporary focus on science 
and technology must not lead us to devalue positive 
influences in the area of humanities and social 
sciences that helped spread human values on 
equality and equitable power sharing in the family, 
the community, and the institutions of governance. 
Our collective histories have demonstrated that 
conflict between communities their people and 
governments spawn violence destruction and 
human suffering. Our collective histories have also 
shown us that sharing the positive experiences in 
thought, ideas, literature, art and music through 
people to people interaction is perhaps the only 
path to making the connections that foster peace 
harmony and progress for both our nations.
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Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi has been seen 
by many as a symbol of Modern India, for it was 
largely through his efforts that India was liberated 
from British rule and ceased to be referred to 
as a ‘British colony’ on the 15th of August 1947.  
Affectionately called “Mahatma” or “Great Soul” by 
many of his followers from all walks of life, his strong 
advocation on non-violence and passive resistance 
by civil disobedience inspired many future leaders, 
including the African American civil rights leader, 
Martin Luther King. Jr.

This charismatic leader, who has 
often been likened to Jesus Christ and 
Socrates, had a mostly mundane and 
rather uneventful childhood.  He was 
born into a pious Hindu family in the 
town of Porbandar, a coastal town, 
in the state of what is now known as 
Gujarat on the 2nd of October 1869.  
Mahatma Gandhi, a soft spoken, 
mediocre yet highly obedient child 
began to show signs of compassion 
from an early age; he would pick 
mango fruits that had fallen onto the 
ground, and bandage these ‘wounded’ 
fruits.  His obedience at this stage 
would act as a stark contrast for the 
future, when he disobeyed against 
authority and rules he thought were 
unjust.

Mahatma Gandhi went through a 
period of rebelliousness that most 
youth today face as well, and committed sins that 
he grew shameful to admit.  This internationally 
esteemed philosopher, famous for his doctrine of 
non violent protest began to show disregard for 
the rules set during his teenage years.  His parents 
being strict Hindus forbade him to eat meat or 
visit Muslims.  In a defiant phase, he became a 
close friend of a Muslim, Sheikh Mehtab, who 
encouraged him to eat meat if he wished to become 
an Englishman.  At this juncture, imperialist beliefs 
formed at that time, left many wanting to behave 
similar to their colonial leaders.  Therefore he began 
to smoke cigarettes in secret and visit brothels. His 
love of independence, which would surface later on, 

 nearly led him to commit suicide as a form of protest 
during his teenage years.

Nevertheless, all these frivolities culminated in the 
guilt felt by Gandhi at being unable to be at his gravely 
ill father’s bedside during his untimely death.  At the 
age of sixteen, be began to feel more responsible 
and decided to take control of his own future.  Two 
years later, amidst threats of being excommunicated 
by the village elders, he left for England where he 
later claimed he learned what it was to be a ‘true 

Indian’.  Mahatma Gandhi’s life is truly 
the message he tried to propagate; he 
decided that he was in control of his 
own destiny, and decided to become 
a responsible adult after his father’s 
death.  No matter how irresponsible 
or reckless an individual was, his/her 
ability to reform and think of the future 
is a noble virtue.  In his autobiography, 
“The Story of My Experiments with 
Truth”, he mentions how he never 
made the same mistake twice; after 
going to England, he made it a point 
to join the Vegetarian Society and also 
remained faithfull to his wife.

His interest in non violent resistance 
developed when he was in South 
Africa trying to earn a living as a 
lawyer.  He witnessed the injustices of 
apartheid, which began to mould his 
character, which would eventually be 
that of a charismatic and much loved 

figure, seen as the champion of freedom through 
his acts of civil disobedience.  His odyssey began 
on a train at Pietermaritzbur when a white man 
complained about Gandhi’s presence to the railway 
authorities.  Gandhi had paid for a first class ticket 
but was unfairly ordered to transfer to the third class 
car.  When he refused, a policeman threw him off 
the train.  As Gandhi talked to  other Indians in South 
Africa, often referred to in a derogatory manner as 
‘coolies’ he found that such racial injustices were 
common occurrences in an extremely polarized 
society that held nothing but contempt for those of 
‘inferior’ races.  Gandhi decided to stay in Pretoria 
to fight discrimination and it was this decision that 

My life is my message

By Miss Navindi Fernandopulle (GCE (A/L)  Colombo International School)
This is the essay which won 1st place at Mahatma Gandhi Memorial essay competition
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shaped the Gandhi that we have grown to admire 
and venerate.  His fixation with the concept of 
justice and the importance of independence would 
become more apparent over time. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s determination stifled any fears he had of 
any repercussions of expressing himself.  Although a 
shy lawyer, he decided to publish a newspaper, “The 
Green Pamphlet” at Rajkot, in which he portrayed the 
condition of South African Indians.  In South Africa, 
he was charged with condemning whites and on his 
arrival in 1897 he was welcomed with a pelting of 
rotten eggs.  Despite these humiliations, he became 
convinced that freeing his beloved country was his 
ultimate goal.

So began Gandhi’s attempt to liberate India from 
the clutches of colonialism.  His influence began to 
extend far beyond the borders of India.  Churchill 
spoke dismissively of Gandhi has the ‘half-naked 
fakir’.  Romain Rolland,  a French Nobel Prize Winner 
referred to him affectionately as the ‘holy mule’ 
for he was known to be stubborn.  In his attempt 
to liberate India, he undertook a countless number 
of salt marches, was imprisoned for his views on 
several occasions and took part in a considerable 
number of demonstrations of passive resistance in 
order to portray his antipathy towards the concept 
of imperialism.  He also showed great concern about 
the future of the Hindus and the Muslims.  He believed 
they were made to abhor each other by the British 
brainwashing system; in the 1982 Academy Awards 
film, “Gandhi” portrayed by Ben Kingsley, this fear 
was expressed in his iconic statement, “An eye for 
an eye will make the whole world blind.”  His anxiety 
is ironic for just after his death, his exclamation, “I 
am a Muslim and a Hindu and a Christian and a Jew 
and so are all of you” proves in futile.  His attempt 
to unify India failed at his death at the hands of a 
Hindu extremist who was opposed to Gandhi’s belief 
that they were all equal.  Although all castes in India 
had a common enemy, which was Britain, Hindus 
and Muslims were unable to tolerate each other 
especially after India gained her independence.  
Gandhi was seen as the force uniting all ethnicities, 
but after his death, the antagonism re-commenced.
Gandhi was desperately opposed to partition as he 
visioned a united India after its independence.  His 
struggle for the emancipation of the “untouchables” 
earned him many enemies. Yet he was one of the 
few politicians who bravely and most eloquently 
spoke of his true feelings, rather than reiterate or 
act according to public opinion, a characteristic that 
a handful can be created with.

His explanation for his actions was the 
acknowledgement that he “wanted to change 
their minds.  Not kill them for weaknesses we all 
possess.”  His great understanding of human nature 
far surpassed any ordinary being; it comes as no 
surprise he was once compared to Christ, for his 
compassion, ability to forgive, and reconcile with 
anomalies in human nature rather than attempt 
to find fault.  Gandhi, infamous for the notion of 
“Gandhism”, influenced many individuals from a 
plethora of cultural backgrounds, ranging from the 
leader of the black civil rights leader, Martin Luther 
King, who once said to him, “Christ gave us the 
goals and Mahatma Gandhi the tactics” and anti-
apartheid activist, Nelson Mandela; Aung Sang Suu 
Kyi and John Lennon being at the other end of this 
broad spectrum of admirers.  Nevertheless, Gandhi’s 
message is  simple “stand up for what you believe in, 
because if you do not, no one else will”.  Although 
there were 350 million Indians at the time, it took a 
long period of time for India to gain its independence.  
No one really opposed Britain publicly until Gandhi 
did. The public, in its submissive, subservient 
manner, continued to pay salt taxes and put up with 
the frivolities of the British.  If Gandhi had not made 
his views public, India would have without a doubt, 
been oppressed for longer.  His steadfast character, 
giving little thought to people’s opinions of him, 
strived to do what he perceived to be, was fair and 
just.  In modern context, it is this that we must apply 
to our lives; no revolutions might occur during our 
lifetimes.  Yet all too often we suppress our true 
feelings either out of peer pressure or due to social 
protocol.

Through the quote, “My life is my message”, Gandhi 
encapsulates the courage and self-confidence we 
must have in ourselves, before attempting to change 
the perspective of others.  He reminds us that we 
are in charge of our own destinies, and thus, the 
way we act will also reflect the message we wish 
to impart to others. Gandhi does not attempt to 
say we must fight violently; rather, we must argue 
valiantly in the face of injustice. It might seem 
easier to act complacent and believe the world is 
unjust anyway; Gandhi faced certain death on may 
occasions due to his outspokenness, yet if he had 
not taken such risks, India, nor Sri Lanka would have 
been the same.  His sacrifices during the many fasts 
he undertook highlight an honest, dedicated leader 
who in his simple attire, believed in a noble cause 
and attempted to implement it.  His life truly is his 
message.
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